
Jayyous:  
A village struggles to survive.



Israel has promised the United States 
that its Separation Wall is not about 

annexing land.  

Yet up and down the West Bank, 
on Palestinian land 

settlements are expanding.



Construction cranes are at work throughout the West Bank.



They are building new Israeli colonies on Palestinian land.



These settlements are illegal under international law.  They are
built in defiance of requests from the United States and the UN.



While Americans hear about peace talks, settlements and 
segregated Israeli-only roads in the West Bank are increasing.



Between the signing of the Oslo Accords in1993
and the Camp David peace conference in 2000, 
Israel almost doubled the number of settlers in 
the West Bank.  At Camp David, Israel insisted 

that most of these remain, making a 
contiguous Palestinian state impossible.

This is happening again .



Growth in West Bank settler population
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There were 462,000 settlers in the West Bank in December, 2007.

Source: ICAHD and PBS Frontline, with update by Interfaith Peace Initiative



In 2006, the number of settlers in the West 
Bank grew at three times the rate of population 
growth inside Israel’s borders. (Govt. census)



Yellow dots show 
some of the Israeli 
settlements built in 

violation of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention.This
agreement prohibits an 
occupying power from 
moving its own people 

into territory it occupies.

When 8,000 settlers were 
withdrawn from Gaza, 
12,800 new settlers 

moved to the West Bank. 



More than 450,000 Israeli settlers now live in the occupied 
Palestinian territories, and their number is increasing.



New settlements are destroying Palestinian towns 
like the ancient agricultural village of Jayyous.



As in other Arab villages, Jayyous homes are clustered together,
and farmland is on the outskirts of the town.



72% of the villagers’ farmland is between their homes 
and the Israeli border, barely visible in the distance.  

Water wells and greenhouses are in these fields.



In 2003, Israel began constructing a barrier to separate the 
people of Jayyous from their fields and orchards.



This barrier, shown in red, makes life virtually impossible 
for local families as it divides and encircles towns.  With its major 
aquifer, this is one of the most fertile regions of the West Bank.
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Israel’s wall is designed to capture the Aquifer by 
making life so difficult Palestinians will leave.



Now Jayyous farmers must travel to the Jewish settlement     
of Qedumim to apply for a permit to visit their own land.



Jayyous has a garbage dump made by Israelis near its entrance.  
It sits atop the Jayyous drinking water supply, 

and its fumes have caused health problem for years.



Israelis only stopped using the dump when the fumes 
were perceived as a health risk for nearby settlers.



In April, 2005, Israel announced plans to dump
10,000 tons of garbage per month

in a rock quarry near Jayyous.

This threatens drinking water 
for the entire region.



These are the children of Jayyous.



These pictures were taken in happier times. 



The people here value education.  This man is a hydrologist.  



His wife is an English teacher.   Her father
is a farmer.  Most families make their living from the land.  



Their children can no longer go to the family farm.
They have never been allowed to visit the sea.



Their friends are also imprisoned by the fence.



These women, shown before the fence was complete, are also 
imprisoned. Their economic situation is now desperate.



These are warm and loving families who care deeply for their 
children and have welcomed many Westerners into their homes.



In Jayyous, the focus is on 
family and the land that has 
sustained their ancestors 
here for more than a 
thousand years.

Israel is destroying not just 
buildings and trees and 
villages, but an entire culture 
and a beautiful way of life 
centered on families, 
farming, education and 
giving thanks to God.  The 
Arabic name for God is 
Allah.



Palestinians say that they and God nourish the earth, 
and the earth and God, in turn, nourish their families.



Israel’s fence now separates families from greenhouses, 
orchards and fields they have farmed for generations.
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The new barrier is 4 miles from the Israeli border, where

there are already two parallel fences with watchtowers.



Hundreds of olive trees were destroyed to build it.



These olive trees, which can live for 2,000 years, are beloved 
members of the family, a legacy for new generations.



At first, soldiers opened the gate to the farmland three times a
day.  Now very few can get permits to work their land.



During Israeli holiday periods, the gates are often
closed for weeks.  Many crops have been lost.



Since 2005, these farmers have been forced to travel more than 
two hours each way to reach their land.  Few are able to do this.



Beyond the gate are modern greenhouses belonging to Jayyous 
families, and some of the most fertile lands in the West Bank.  



Farmers have invested their life savings into extensive 
modern greenhouses that lie beyond the fence.



Part of this man’s farm is being confiscated. 
Israelis simply re-drew the map of his property. 



This small dwelling on the farm where his family and workers 
have gathered for years is also being taken from him.  



This shepherd has lost most of his grazing land.



Closures have prevented farmers from getting these beautiful 
fruits to market.  Lemons, tomatoes and guavas rot on the ground.



These olives were turning black just before the harvest,        
a time when extra care is required and closures = disaster.



For 15 years, the farmers of Jayyous fought in 
court to keep their land. While the case was still 
pending, a settlement called Tsufim and a large 
rock quarry were built on Jayyous land 
confiscated by the Israeli government.

Another settlement is now being built.



Like the settlement of Tsufim, it will be built on Jayyous land 
between the barrier fence and the Israeli border, 

shown at top left in this satellite image.
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An Israeli rock quarry now sits where a family’s olive grove     
once stood.  In 2004, the rest of the trees were destroyed.



On November 29, Caterpillar bulldozers appeared on Jayyous 
farmland and began destroying it to build a new Israeli settlement. 



Israeli settlers have been placed in direct proximity to 
villagers whose land has been taken. The villagers may be 

declared a security risk to settlers, and forced to move.



These people have testified at the Hague, marched
in peaceful protest, started websites, and done 
everything possible to protect their farms and water 
supplies.  Yet their village is being destroyed. 

This sends a message to young people that
nonviolence does not work.  The refusal to provide
effective nonviolent recourse for Palestinians whose 
land is being taken endangers Israelis. 



Christopher Goecke, an Ecumenical Accompanier 
with the World Council of Churches, was in 
Jayyous when hundreds of olive trees were 

uprooted or destroyed in
November and December, 2004. 

He and Donald Bostrom have provided the 
following visual record of this latest assault on the 

land and livelihood of one village.



Israeli backhoes made in the United States by Caterpillar 
Corporation uprooted hundreds of Jayyous trees.





Many were put on trucks and taken to Israel to be sold in 
nurseries or planted in Israeli parks and settlements.



Farmer Tawfiq Saleem cried when he saw his destroyed trees.



Israeli settlers and soldiers stood guard as he collapsed.



They protected the equipment that cleared the land.



In 2005, volunteers from around the world protested and planted 
trees.  Even these seedlings have been uprooted.



In 2008, Israel announced a re-routing of the wall that 
would destroy even more Jayyous famland.

In January, 2009, water trucks were prevented from 
entering Jayyous for almost three weeks.

Jayyous residents have held weekly protests.

In February, 2009, Israeli forces raided the village 
repeatedly, arresting scores of people, destroying 
property and raising the Israeli flag atop Jayyous homes.

The village’s worst fears are being realized.



All nations must raise their voices in outrage 
against Israel’s violations of human rights, 

settlement expansion, and the ethnic cleansing  
of Palestinian Christians and Muslims from      

their homeland.

Together we can save this village.
Please contact your government 
and the Israeli Embassy today! 



The farmers said the sun gives them hope.  

They hope one day it will set over a free Palestine.


